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BE
BOLD:
Pursue Your Passion.
Proclaim Christ.
by Thomas White

2 | Cedarville Magazine

Being bold is not the same thing as
being brash. Brashness has the primary
connotation of being rude, unpleasant,
or harsh. We do not want to be brash.
Rather, we want to be bold for the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Boldness primarily means
not hesitating in the face of danger, being
courageous, and not afraid. For Cedarville
University, “Be bold” has to be understood
in its biblical context, and would be defined
as: the God-given ability to speak and act
with courage and clarity concerning the
Word of God and Testimony of Jesus Christ
for the glory of God.
Consider the use of “boldness” in the
book of Acts. The book first uses the word

“bold” in chapter four verse 13, when the
rulers, elders, and scribes see “the boldness
of Peter and John.” They recognized that
although uneducated men, Peter and
John had been with Jesus. They displayed
boldness to confront the council articulately
with the truth that “there is no other name
under heaven ... by which men must be
saved” but the name of Jesus (Acts 4:12).
When confronted by human authority,
Peter and John did not give in to fear, but
obeyed God rather than man.
Acts also frequently shows Paul and
Barnabas speaking boldly for the cause
of the Gospel. Acts 19:8 describes Paul in
Ephesus by saying, “And he entered the
synagogue and for three months spoke
boldly, reasoning and persuading them
about the kingdom of God.” Fear of men
never stopped Paul from boldly confronting
the culture of the day with the eternal truth
of God’s grace.
Peter, John, Barnabas, and Paul
skillfully presented truth by reasoning
with others from the Old Testament, as
well as incorporating contemporary poets
and their personal testimony to proclaim
the Gospel to an unbelieving and, at times,
hostile audience. At Cedarville, we train our
students to do the same by equipping them
with a robust, biblical worldview.
Boldness also recognizes that God
has created us all with different gifts and
passions such as engineering, serving,
administering, caring, counseling, writing,
accounting, speaking, performing, or any
number of other talents. While we are all
given different passions, they are all given
toward the same end — to glorify God in all
we do. When you pursue your God-given
passion with excellence, you demonstrate
good stewardship and, ultimately, you
proclaim Christ.
We have a boldness that transcends
Cedarville University. Our boldness flows
from a gracious God with a glorious plan
to reconcile the world to Himself through
Jesus Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice.
That’s how we stay so passionate about our
mission.
Our boldness is rooted in our unflinching
obedience to the Great Commandment

and the Great Commission. As Christ tells
us in Matthew 22:34–40, “all the Law and
the Prophets” depend on the command
to love God with all of our heart, soul,
and mind, as well as the command to
love our neighbor as ourselves. Precisely
because of the demand to love in the Great
Commandment, we have the call to go in
the Great Commission. In love to God and
our neighbor, we must do our part to take
the Gospel to the ends of the earth, a task
that demands the same type of boldness
the apostles displayed in the book of Acts.
Inside this edition of Cedarville
Magazine, you will read about members
of the Cedarville family who are boldly
pursuing their passion and proclaiming
Christ in the different vocations He has
given them. For instance, you will read
about one of our former students who has
been standing for the Gospel in Kurdistan
in the midst of ISIS’ invasion of the region.
You will also meet Valerie Huber, who is
boldly standing for God’s call for purity in
the difficult context of the nation’s capital.
We have also provided an overview of our
Religious Freedom Summit, which featured
experts from around the country discussing
boldly standing for religious freedom
against the cultural tide. I hope you enjoy
these stories and the many others we tell in
the pages that follow.
Please keep us in your prayers and
perhaps even send students our way who
would like to join us in this bold Gospel
endeavor of contending for the Word of
God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ.
Thomas White became Cedarville’s

10th President in 2013. He received his
B.A. from Anderson University (South
Carolina) and both his M.Div. and Ph.D.
from Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary. He is the author and editor of
numerous publications and is a contributor
to Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook,
Volume 4, released November 2014.
Follow @DrThomasWhite
Website: drthomaswhite.com
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Ringing True
Religious Freedom Summit Challenges
Attendees to Stand for the Good of All
On October 9–10, 2014, Cedarville University hosted its first-ever
Religious Freedom Summit. The two-day event featured some of
the top minds defending religious freedom in the United States
and around the world.

The
Bible and Religious Freedom
by Thomas White
At Cedarville University we stand for the Word
of God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ.
Consequently, one might wonder why we would
host a conference on religious freedom.
After all, there is no chapter and verse in the
Bible that declares religious freedom a necessity.
In fact, Scripture tells of three Hebrew children
thrown into a furnace, of a man named Daniel
thrown to the lions, of Steven who was stoned for
his belief in Jesus Christ, not to mention the annals
of church history that are filled with those who were
persecuted for their faith in Jesus. Should we as
21st-century Christians expect anything different?
While we must be willing to die for our faith, we
certainly should not seek it. Rather, we should
seek and contend for an open marketplace of ideas
where the Gospel can be clearly presented and
embraced. I believe Scripture provides a framework
for supporting such an environment.
Perhaps the most well-used passage in
discussions concerning religious freedom is the
“Parable of the Weeds” found in Matthew 13:24–30,
followed by Jesus’ interpretation of the parable in
13:37–43, which states:
4 | Cedarville Magazine

“He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man. The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the
kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and
the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and burned
with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.’”
In the parable, the master refused to gather in the weeds for fear
of rooting up the wheat. In the age in which we live, both weeds
and wheat must grow together. Once Jesus returns, this worldly
realm with its principalities and powers will end and the weeds
and wheat will be separated. For the moment, two kingdoms exist
— one spiritual and one worldly. Until death or the second coming
of Jesus, force should not be used to destroy the weeds because we
know that by the miraculous grace of God, some weeds may be
converted to wheat. While the parable of weeds provides something
of a foundation for religious freedom, that foundation needs further
construction for a comprehensive understanding.

The Spiritual Kingdom

Scripture teaches repeatedly that believers must present the truth
of the Gospel. Jude describes it as contending “for the faith that was
once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3), a defense that deals
primarily with spiritual matters. Contending for the faith comes
in the form of a compassionate articulation of ideas and not with

weapons of human warfare. Spiritual weapons include the Word
of God (Eph. 6:17), which is sharper than any two-edged sword
(Heb. 4:12) wielded by human hands. In 2 Corinthians 5:20, Paul
writes that we are ambassadors for Christ, as we plead with others
to be reconciled to God. Pleading as an ambassador presents a stark
contrast to the use of force or coercion. Peter states the matter as
being prepared to make a defense for the hope within us (1 Pet.
3:15). The Greek word translated as “defense” is apologia, from
which our word “apology” comes. In context it means we provide
a defense or give the reason for the hope within us. Nowhere in the
Great Commission in Matthew 28:18–20 or Acts 1:8 do you see
the use of force. Rather, you see the obligation of every believer to
spread the “good news” of Jesus Christ. Perhaps Paul says it best
in Romans 10:15, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach
the good news!”
The doctrine of salvation resides in the spiritual kingdom and
rests on the understanding that a person must repent of sin and
believe in Jesus Christ. This faith is more than mere knowledge,
because even the demons believe the facts about Jesus and tremble
at His presence. Salvation comes when the Holy Spirit performs
the miraculous work of regeneration in our hearts that leads to
saving faith, which allows us to turn from our sin and identify with
Christ. Such a decision cannot be forced and does not belong to
rulers of the worldly kingdom. Salvation does not come through
relatives, church membership, or recitation of a prayer. Salvation
comes through the communication of the Gospel — delivered by
humans and accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit so that a
miraculous work of grace occurs in the hearer. Human forces could
never coerce such an unbelievable change with external pressure.
Salvation resides in the spiritual kingdom under the authority
of God, who alone has the power to forgive sin. Moreover, the
spiritual kingdom’s discipline resides within the church as granted
in Matthew 18 and 1 Corinthians 5.

The Worldly Kingdom

We live in a world full of evil. For that reason God has granted
authority to rulers of the state, and Scripture commands that we
obey them. Paul in Romans 13 states that God in His ultimate
authority has instituted the state for the punishment of wrongdoers.
Thus, the state exists to constrain evil and to praise those who do
good. Peter, likewise, indicates that we must be subject to human
authority, yet, in the book of Acts, this same Peter refused to obey
human authorities when they dictated that he not share the good
news of Jesus Christ. How do we balance this? With Peter, we
obey the rulers of the worldly kingdom in matters in which they
have authority. Once the rulers of this world begin to dictate rules
forbidding or contradicting God’s rules, we must obey God rather
than man. God has granted the state authority, but that authority
is limited to the worldly kingdom and has no power over the soul.

during the Anabaptist and early English Separatists
movements, which fought to establish religious
freedom:
1. Under God’s ultimate authority there exists a
worldly and spiritual kingdom.
2. Civil government has no authority over the
soul or the spiritual kingdom.
3. Spiritual discipline should be handled by the
church.
4. Voluntary faith cannot be coerced.
5. Killing heretics ends any evangelistic
opportunity.
6. Complete religious liberty should be extended
to all groups — even the heretics.
Fighting for religious freedom does not always
come easily. Many have lost their lives fighting for
freedom in the spiritual kingdom because it was
perceived as treason in the worldly kingdom. I close
with a quote from one of those jailed for his defense
of religious freedom and with the prayer that we
will follow his example.
“The King is a mortal man, and not God,
therefore hath no power over immortal souls
of his subjects, to make laws and ordinances
for them, and to set spiritual Lords over them.
If the Kings have authority to make spiritual
Lords and laws, then he is an immortal God
and not mortal man. O King, be not seduced
by deceivers to sin so against God whom you
should obey, nor against your poor subjects
who should and will obey you in all things with
body life and goods, or else let their lives be
taken from the earth.” — Thomas Helwys

Thomas White is the President of Cedarville
University. He has authored or contributed
to numerous books, including First Freedom:
The Baptist Perspective on Religious Liberty.
Follow @DrThomasWhite
Website: drthomaswhite.com

Conclusion

Space does not allow for a more complete defense of religious
freedom, yet I hope you will contend for the following basic tenets
of religious freedom wherever God sends you. These six principles
are not new and can be found throughout history, especially
Cedarville Magazine | 5

Love for Scripture sparked
historic
supreme court case
Excerpted from remarks made by Steve Green at the Religious Freedom Summit on October 9, 2014
My father was a preacher’s kid, one of six
children, and all of his siblings went into the
ministry. Faith was integral to everything
they did. My father felt a bit like a black
sheep for not being in the ministry, but his
faith became part of his business.
Scripture guides us in all areas of our
lives — in the home and in the business
— and teaches us to be honest, to have
integrity, to work hard. All this is instruction
from God’s Word. To do anything otherwise
would go against what we believe.
Looking through the Christmas Day
newspaper one year, my father realized no one
was recognizing the true meaning of the season.
It was “Season’s Greetings” or “Happy Holidays,”
and he felt frustrated. He heard God speak to him,
“Well, neither are you.” Our company had run our
normal ad, and we said “Merry Christmas,” but
we weren’t recognizing the true meaning of the
holiday. He felt convicted that, as a company, we
needed to make a statement. That is when we began
running newspaper ads proclaiming the Gospel at
Christmas and Easter, starting a ministry side of
the business.
We started offering chaplains to the employees
at our corporate office if they were dealing with
personal problems — family, marriage, finances,
or anything else. We offered financial stewardship
classes. We recognize that if we can help them with
their finances, they will not have that burden when
they come to work, and they’re better employees.

Trouble on the Horizon

We have always provided health care for our
employees, and we work very hard to provide
good health care. When our legal counsel saw that
a new mandate called the Affordable Care Act
was coming, he knew there was going to be a big
problem. After the Supreme Court ruled that the
new law was legal, he informed us how it would
affect our company. We would be forced to cover
contraceptives in our employee health care policy
that we considered to be abortion-causing.
That’s when we held a family meeting at my
brother’s house. There were about 19 of us —
including parents, cousins, and older children —
and everyone got to share their thoughts. We made
the decision unanimously to fight the mandate in
the courts.
6 | Cedarville Magazine

To us it seemed like a clear
violation of what our founders put
in the Constitution. We eventually
won our case in the 10th Circuit
Court of Appeals, and then the
government selected it to go to the
Supreme Court.
We were very relieved when
the Supreme Court ruled in our
favor. We live in a country that has
religious freedoms, and we have
no intent or desire to impose our
religion on our employees. We
were simply asking that the government not force us to become an
abortion provider by freely providing products that would take life.
To me, it was a no-brainer.

The Bible and American Culture

Our family has a love for the Bible. It speaks into every area
of our life. For us to be ignorant of this book is to be ignorant of
our heritage and our culture. Many of the principles within our
government, foundational principles, are biblical concepts. To not
understand its foundational roots is to not fully understand our
government as well.
I was once interviewed on CNN, and the news story before me
was on the Good Samaritan. If you don’t know the Good Samaritan
story from the Bible, you would have had no context for that news
story. That’s a simple example within culture of how ignorance of
this book leads to ignorance of our culture. Basic principles like “all
men are created equal” — that’s a biblical concept. There are other
worldviews that won’t embrace that.
Religious freedom is another biblical principle. There are
other worldviews that won’t accept religious freedom. Even the
understanding of the separate roles of the church and the state is
a biblical concept. Many of the concepts that our nation is built
upon are biblical, and we think people ought to know about it.
You don’t have to embrace it, you don’t have to accept it, but you
ought to know about it. If separation of church and state becomes
ignorance of church and state, we’ve misunderstood what church
and state really is. And, at least in our nation, ignorance of the Bible
is ignorance of both church and state.
Steve Green is the President of Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc., located
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Hobby Lobby is considered a leader
in the arts and crafts industry. The company was the subject of a
landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision in June 2014, which ruled
the Greens did not lose their religious freedom because they owned
a family business.

Human Dignity and Freedom At
Stake
in Religious Liberty Debate
Excerpted from remarks made by John Stonestreet at the Religious Freedom Summit on October 9, 2014
There’s an interesting statement in the Declaration of Independence:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal.” If you look back at the history of civilization and the history
of culture, it’s not self-evident that all men are created equal. Some
are taller than others. Some are faster. Some are smarter. Some have
full capacities physically, and some have disability. We’re not all
created equal. Where does that actually come from? It only comes
if the criteria we use are not extrinsic, but intrinsic.
You don’t get universal human dignity by looking at the
outside. The only way
you can define universal
human dignity is if it’s
actually included in what
it means to be a part of
the human family. In
his book A Brief History
of Thought, Luc Ferry
says that’s exactly what
Christianity introduced
to this world, and that’s
why the world owes its
democratic inheritance
to Christianity. And we can see, as religious liberty gets squeezed
out of the public square, human dignity is equally being attacked.

Freedom Misdefined

As religious liberty gets squeezed out
of the public square, human dignity is
equally being attacked.

When you lose God, you don’t just lose an understanding
of human dignity. When you lose God, you also misdefine
freedom. Our culture says freedom is nothing less than a
free-for-all. Do whatever you want without consequences,
without context, without any sort of responsibility.
Americans are the most addicted people in the history of the
planet. We’re addicted to drugs, we’re addicted to sex, we’re addicted
to each other, we’re addicted to iPhones, we’re addicted to Facebook,
we’re addicted to chocolate, we’re addicted to coffee — that one’s
OK, because that one’s mine — but we’re addicted.
Someone who is addicted is not free. Someone who is addicted
is a slave. The worst kind of slavery — self-imposed slavery to
your own passions and your own inability to exhibit self-control.
Our definition of freedom is leading us into moral slavery. What a
wonderful contribution that Christians can make when we jump
in and say, “Wait a minute. Freedom is not the freedom to do what
you want. It’s the freedom to be what you ought.”

Religious Freedom Benefits All

study when life begins — the definition of life,
the definition of death, and how our medical
technologies can compromise your ethics.” I still
said that, but I said it second. The first thing that
came out of my mouth was, “If you want to be a
nurse and a Christian, and you’re 20-something
today, you will have to choose in your lifetime
between your career and your convictions.”
Religion is needed in the public square to call
us to the common good. In fact, religion helps us
clarify the common good. It’s interesting when you
drive around towns, you don’t see the First Secular
Hospital. You don’t see the First Buddhist Hospital.
Right? You see the First Baptist Hospital. You see
Catholic hospitals. You see Methodist hospitals.
You know why? Because Christianity has always
called its people to love and service to those who
are considered to be the least of these.
The temptation is to just protect religious liberty
for ministers. But if I believe that all of us are made
in the likeness and image of God, and I believe that
all of us are called to do work and contribute to the
good of His kingdom, and I believe that all of us
have a calling and a vocation, I am going to stand

A couple years ago, I was speaking to a group of students in
South Carolina and two 20-somethings came up to me and said,
“We’re studying to be nurses. What does it mean to be a Christian
and a nurse? What can you tell us?” Five years ago I would have
said, “Well, you need to understand bioethics, and you need to

and fight for the pastor’s right, but I want to stand
and fight for the baker and the photographer’s right
as well. I want those who are called to solve world
poverty, such as Joni Eareckson Tada who has a
wonderful ministry called “Wheelchairs for the
World,” to have a continued right to do what God
has called her to do. Christians are called to live for
the common good.
John Stonestreet is co-host of BreakPoint and the
voice of The Point, a daily national radio feature
on worldview, apologetics, and cultural issues. He
also serves as a Senior Content Advisor for Summit
Ministries in Manitou Springs, Colorado.
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Speaking
up as the risks increase
Excerpted from remarks made by Jennifer Marshall at the Religious Freedom Summit on October 9, 2014
In the last few years, we have seen court decisions
that have struck down the federal definition of
marriage and state laws defining marriage as the
union of a man and a woman. The challenge has
very quickly escalated from simply debating the
definition of marriage. Now we’re having to defend
even the right to speak and to act consistent with
the truth about marriage being the union of a man
and a woman.

Recent Challenges

Cynthia and Robert Gifford run Liberty
Ridge Farm in upstate New York where they host
weddings and other events. In 2012, a lesbian
couple approached the Giffords about holding their
wedding on the farm, but the Giffords declined on
the basis of their religious belief. The [lesbian] couple
took the matter to the New York Division of Human
Rights, and in July, an administrative law judge

Backlash against participating
in civil discourse should make us
very alarmed.
fined the Giffords $13,000 for discrimination. The
Giffords were told to institute anti-discrimination
re-education training for their staff. Instead, the
Giffords have decided to stop hosting weddings,
and they are appealing the decision.
This spring, the President announced that he
would issue an executive order regarding lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) employment
in organizations that contract with the federal
government. Religious groups have contracted with
the government to provide aid and development
relief abroad. Fourteen Christian leaders, including
Rick Warren of Saddleback Church, sent a letter to
the President asking that religious groups be able
to continue hiring according to their mission and
standards of conduct. The executive order issued
this summer did not heed these appeals.
The President of Gordon College, an evangelical
campus in Massachusetts, signed the letter. The
public schools in the town of Lynn, Massachusetts,
announced they were severing ties with the college,
which has provided after-school tutoring and other
services. Backlash against participating in civil
discourse should make us very alarmed.
8 | Cedarville Magazine

In 2012, Angela McCaskill, Associate Provost for Diversity and
Inclusion at Gallaudet University for the Deaf in Washington, D.C.,
was put on administrative leave. McCaskill had signed a petition
to put a referendum on the Maryland ballot so citizens could vote
on a same-sex marriage law. She’s been reinstated, but this kind of
treatment is appalling.
So is the purge of Brendan Eich. He was the CEO of Mozilla,
and he was run out of that post April 2014. He had given a donation
six years earlier to the campaign in California to have a ballot issue
on whether marriage would be the union of a man and a woman.

Practical Responses

When basic freedoms such as voicing our perspectives in
the public square are attacked, we must speak up. Here are four
specific steps we as
Christians should take:
 Continue to speak and
to act consistently with
biblical truth about
marriage and sexuality.
Secularists may argue
that when Christians
try to develop a moral
consensus around a
point of view, that
amounts to forcing
one’s religion on other
people. Secularists sometimes try to argue they are the only
ones who offer a genuinely neutral point of view. Neutrality is
a myth. Every public policy makes moral judgments about what
is good. We need to engage in these debates.
 Defend the freedom to speak and to act consistent with our
convictions. It is a matter of interest in the common good to
stand up for freedom of speech against coercive policies and
cultural trends.
 Expect and call on others to use reason — not coercion or
intimidation — to make their points.
 Seek out the facts about public policy and legal accommodations
that can help resolve these tensions. That’s what laws like the
Religious Freedom Restoration Act are all about, balancing
competing interests in a pluralistic society.

Jennifer Marshall is the Vice President for the Institute for Family,
Community, and Opportunity for The Heritage Foundation. She
holds a Master of Arts in religion from Reformed Theological
Seminary and a master’s degree in statecraft and world politics
from the Washington-based Institute of World Politics.

Kingdom of God citizenship
should
increase our resolve
Excerpted from remarks made by Russell Moore at the Religious Freedom Summit on October 10, 2014
In difficult times, Christians express anger at the mission field that
God has given us, or we respond with a siege mentality in which
we lament and bemoan culture. The Apostle Paul does not respond
that way. The Lord Jesus did not respond that way.
We are not playing for the approval of American culture. We
are pointing to something more permanent than American culture.
We are part of the kingdom of God that is a goal of the redeemed
of every tribe, tongue, nation, and language. That gives us a steeled
spine and a confident tranquility as we move forward.
In Acts 26:19–29, Paul is not afraid to make the most controversial
claims he could possibly speak in this context.
He understands no matter what happens in
Agrippa’s court or the Roman Empire, he is
not a loser. He knows he is part of the body
of Christ. He knows he is seated with Christ
at the right hand of the throne of the Most
High (Colossians 3:1–3).
Paul is standing before Agrippa with
confidence because the worst thing that can
possibly happen to Paul has already happened.
He has already been crucified under the curse
of God, hidden in Jesus Christ. The best thing
that could happen is not his freedom or an
audience with Caesar; the best thing that can
happen to Paul is to be raised from the dead and crowned with glory
and honor. That has happened in Jesus Christ. If you and I believe
that, why are we fearful and frantic?

Transcendent Motivation

Some secular people object to our claims of religious liberty, but
not because they’re plotting our destruction like super villains. They
don’t really understand the motivation of someone who would say,
“I will stand one day before the judgment seat of Christ and I will
give an account.” They assume there must be some other motivation.
It must be about money or political power. It can’t really be about
honoring the Lord.
We must fight in the courtroom, advocate in public opinion,
and work in the culture, but the most important thing we can do to
safeguard religious liberty is raise up a new generation of Christians
motivated by the fear of the Lord and the advance of the Gospel.
They will not be vulnerable to the sort of discount store-prosperity
gospel that we see so often in American culture.
If you have been called to speak what Jesus has given to you to
say and to speak in the way Jesus speaks, then venting outrage is
not enough. Paul is seeking to persuade. Agrippa notices this: “Are
you trying to persuade me to be a Christian?” He’s not only trying
to persuade in terms of evangelism, he’s also trying to persuade in
terms of his own freedom. That is exactly the sort of posture that
we are going to have to have as we seek to engage with people who
disagree with us about our theological claims. We have to persuade

people why religious liberty matters to everybody,
even to those who don’t agree with us.

The Authority of Christ

An attitude can emerge within the Church that
says we should hand over our religious liberty
rights. That sounds really spiritual and pious. It
sounds almost as though we’re doing what Jesus
did when He stands before Pilate and He doesn’t
offer a word in His own defense. In a democratic
republic, we’re not standing where
Jesus stood. We’re standing where
Pilate stood. And in a democratic
republic, we’re not standing
where Paul stood, we’re standing
where Agrippa stood, because
the ultimate accountability, the
Caesar of Romans chapter 13,
rests with the people of the United
States of America.
We have to be the people who
are constantly saying that the
conscience is not an abandoned
building that can just be moved
out of the way of the government. If we do not
speak for liberty of conscience, religious liberty, and
the freedom of the church, we are handing over a
new generation to government power setting itself
up as a god.
Culture is going to be more and more alarmed
by the things we believe. We’re seeing that now with
human sexuality. There are many who would say,
“We can make our way in the culture much easier
if we just throw overboard what we believe about
human sexuality and about marriage.” We don’t
have the authority to rewrite a Christian sexual
ethic because we didn’t make it up. It was given to
us by a resurrected King Jesus.
We have to stand and articulate the Gospel with
which we’ve been entrusted. But we don’t do that
as those who are angry and outraged. We don’t do
that as those who somehow think we are entitled to
be in charge. We do that as those who are bearing
witness to a truth that has found us on our way to
whatever Damascus we were headed toward.
Russell D. Moore is the President of the Ethics &

Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern
Baptist Convention, the moral concerns and
public policy entity of the nation’s largest Protestant
denomination.
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Religious Freedom and American
History:
Reasons to Thank God
by Mark Caleb Smith
When the United States
Supreme Court begins a
new session, the Marshal
of the Court solemnly
intones:
“All persons having
business b efore t he
honorable, the Supreme
Court of the United
States, are admonished to
draw near and give their
attention, for the Court
is now sitting. God save
the United States and this
Honorable Court!”
The last sentence jars modern ears, but “God” regularly inhabits the
trappings of our federal government. Our currency reads, “In God We
Trust.” Our presidents, by tradition, take the Oath of Office on a Bible and
conclude it with the phrase, “So help me God.” Congress opens its sessions
with prayer.

Competing Visions

We have a long history of “civil religion,” but it would be a mistake to
ascribe these instances to mere ceremony. Our founders valued religion for
very particular reasons. George Washington, in his Farewell Address, said:
“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity,
religion and morality are indispensable supports.”
Like many, but not all, of his generation, Washington believed religion
was the foundation of morality and that our government, to be successful,
required a moral people. As such, those who wrote and ratified the
Constitution wanted to protect religious freedom. For them, there was no
conflict between that desire and government’s ability to favor religion, either
through ceremony, symbolism, or, in some instances, actual policies. The
government could fund military chaplains, for example, and stay within the
parameters of the First Amendment as long as it did not choose a particular
church or sect to favor.
Thomas Jefferson thought differently. He argued, in his famous letter to
Baptists in Danbury, Connecticut, for a “wall of separation between church
and state.” While Jefferson’s wall was not absolute, he thought separating
the two institutions and, to a degree, religion and politics, would promote
political freedom and protect individual conscience.
These somewhat competing visions, which are still with us, have defined
how our nation perceives religious freedom, especially within the context
of politics. Some, like Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, see it as a
mechanism by which the religious are free to influence government and
where government may favor religion in certain circumstances. Others,
like Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, see religion’s influence on government,
and vice versa, as a source of conflict.
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A Christian Response

As America becomes more diverse,
questions of religious freedom will
only mount. The Supreme Court, as it
makes critical decisions about the First
Amendment’s precise contours, will
continue as the epicenter of strife. As
Christians examine this reality, we should
keep two things in mind.
First, we must keep a healthy perspective.
We enjoy an enormous amount of religious
liberty. Americans are free to worship any
god or no god. Christians are free to share
their beliefs with very few constraints. We
can organize, lobby, run for office, and vote
for whomever we wish. Christians can buy
or run radio and TV stations, newspapers,
magazines, websites, and blogs. We are free
to have religious schools, like Cedarville
University. By any measure, we have
significant religious freedom, and we
should regularly thank God for it.
Second, we should remember that
through debate, disagreement, and
discussion, we have an opportunity to
reveal Christ to the political and legal
worlds. Winning an argument, a case, or
an election may provide a respite for our
weariness, but we are called to witness
even through the manner in which we do
these things. To paraphrase Christ, what
does it profit a people to assert their rights,
but while doing so to lose their souls? We
must prove ourselves worthy ambassadors
regardless of our successes or failures. This
is our greatest challenge.
Mark Caleb Smith is an Associate Professor
of Political Science and Director of the
Center for Political Studies at Cedarville.
He received a master’s degree from Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School and a master’s
and Ph.D. from The University of Georgia.

Trailer Park Ministry
Connects Cedarville
Grad’s Past to His Present
by Clem Boyd
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Cedarville grad Michael Bouchard ’06 is a
bridge between two worlds.
On Sundays, he’s the Kids and Family
Discipleship Director at Kensington
Church in Lake Orion, Michigan, north of
Detroit. The rest of the week he’s “Pastor
Mike,” fellow resident of Orion Lakes
Mobile Home Community, where he’s lived
since 2011.
He didn’t need a spaceship to move from
one world to the other — just some heavy
machinery. “A lot of people didn’t know
the trailer park existed,” Bouchard said,
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explaining that
Orion Lakes is
located behind
some trees
at the back of
church property.
“We bulldozed a
trail through the
woods to make it
easy for kids to get
to church.”
B ou c h ard
didn’t land at the
trailer park until a
Kensington church
member approached him with a
compelling offer. “She told me she
and her friends had been praying
God would send a church staff
member to move to this park,” he
related. “He impressed on them
they would have to help make it
happen, financially. So they bought
the home for me.”

often
struggling, broken, and
only there for a couple of weeks or
months. “I learned very quickly
that I’m just a step along the way,”
Bouchard said. “Some sow, some
till, some weed, some water, some
see the fruit. It’s tough to see the kids
go, but I trust fully that God’s Word
will not return void in these kids and
families.”

Contrasting
Realities

Joining Yesterday
and Today

While Bouchard’s communities are
only yards apart, the daily lives of each
population are as different as the sun and
moon.
“My park families fall under the ‘least of
these’ category,” he explained. “It’s an innercity, low-income community. Many come
from broken homes — not all, but many.
Money and food are in shorter supply than
the average suburban household. Faith is
not part of the picture; they weren’t raised
in it. It’s something they don’t have time for,
and it’s not part of the culture.”
The church community is mainly from
a suburban background, Bouchard offered.
“It’s a wealthier crowd that grew up in church
or had it as part of their lives when they
were younger and they’re returning to it,” he
12 | Cedarville Magazine

added. “Faith is important. There is a stark
difference between the two communities in
the way their lives are lived.”
On Sundays, Bouchard oversees the
Bible teaching, worship, games, skits,
videos, and anything else he can imagine
to make sure that time in church “is the
best hour of every kid’s week,” he related.
“How do I capture kids’ attention and help
them fall in love with Jesus — that’s my
weekend job.”
This fall he began teaching classes that
families take together, to give new Christian
parents tools for growing their faith and
helping them lead their kids in discipleship
and Bible study.
The rest of his time is spent in the trailer
park, finding ways to connect with families

Bouchard doesn’t get paid for his
involvement with the trailer park families.
For him, it’s the fulfillment of a bold,
lifelong dream.
“One of the biggest fuels for moving in
here was the time I spent living in trailer
parks in Flint, Michigan, with my family
growing up,” he said. “We were poor, but
my parents were always great to me. They
taught me about Jesus. But I remember
hearing yelling and screaming and the
police being on my street almost every
night. I remember seeing one of my friends
removed from his home by children’s
services.
“As I got older, it was always in the back
of my mind: What if I moved to an area like
that for the purpose of reaching it, to bring

EVERY DAY MATTERS. IMPACT THEM ALL.
EVERY DAY MATTERS. IMPACT THEM ALL.

light to a dark area, to bring hope to a place
that’s a little low on it?”
While Bouchard was still at Cedarville
and working at Grace Baptist Church, he
sought families that were living in rougher
places. “Those were the families I wanted to
connect with,” he offered. “It’s always been
a part of me, and it will always be a part
of me.”
Bouchard’s move to the trailer park
helped church families realize the trailer
park isn’t an alien world, but a place filled
with people God loves. And they should
love them, too.
“We have quite a few church families
who’ve decided to adopt park families
through finances or service projects,” he
said. “We’ve had a couple people help our
trailer park parents put together résumés so
they can look for jobs or take them to a local
restaurant and show them how to use the
Wi-Fi and Internet. Parents, teens, and even
young kids tutor the park kids in reading
and math. This connection has helped our
church families live on mission together.”
In addition to these connections,
Kensington puts on an Easter egg hunt —
including a Gospel presentation — that
draws 150 parents and children, shoots
family photos during the holidays, and
offers a vacation Bible school program.
In the summer, Bouchard pairs church
and Orion Lakes kids to “serve together,
eat together, play together, do Bible study
together, and create personal mission
strategies together,” he said. “And they keep
each other accountable all school year.”

Supporting Other
Service
Ministry to the trailer park has also had
a flow-over effect to Kensington’s ministry
to Pontiac schools. “All kids in the park go
to Pontiac schools,” he noted. “The schools
trust us more as a church because they see
we’re not just people connecting during
school but outside of school, too. There’s
round-the-clock ministry going on. We’re
willing to connect all the time, not just
when it’s convenient.”

That’s opened doors for Pontiac sixthgraders to visit Kensington’s Lake Orion
campus for an annual career day. “They
get bussed to our church to hear about goal
setting and talk with professionals about
their work,” he said. “And they let the kids
hear a Bible story, too. That’s pretty cool.”
The upside of all this connecting has
been tremendous for families in the Orion
Lakes Mobile Home Community. “Kids in
the park are getting all these relationships
with other kids and families that have a more
solid foundation,” Bouchard explained.
“They’re hearing the Gospel in Bible
studies but also seeing it lived out. They’re
seeing parents and kids working together
in a healthy way and being around kids
living for Jesus. Their parents love them,
but they’re seeing a different kind of love.
They’re getting to see what unconditional
love looks like.”

Crediting Mentors
Bouchard credits Barb (Morris)
Hunt ’81, an Adjunct Professor of Biblical
and Ministry Studies at Cedarville, as a
major influence in his life. “She showed us
the importance of children’s ministry and
connecting with families,” he said. “You can
be involved in changing entire families, no
matter who you are or where you’re at.”
And what does the future hold? “I’m
staying here as long as God wants me here,”
Bouchard said. “Every year I sign the lease
on my land, I do it with open hands, one
year at a time.”
“I’m not in this alone,” he added. “This
couldn’t happen without my church’s
support, without all my friends, or without
the [trailer park] families. My faith comes
alive as I watch them take ahold of their
faith. Every need has been met, for my
neighbors, and for me. My life has been
changed by them.”
Clem Boyd is the Managing Editor of
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Courage in the Midst of CrISIS
by Clem Boyd

Graduated May 3. Interning in northern Iraq by Memorial Day. In the middle of
a huge Middle Eastern conflict by June 10. Josh Evans ’14 had a bolder summer
than he was expecting.
Evans, who earned a bachelor’s degree
from Cedarville in broadcasting and digital
media this past spring, began an internship
several weeks after graduation with the
Preemptive Love Coalition (PLC). PLC tells
the story of Iraqi’s children with congenital
heart defects, a result of malnutrition and
the continuing after-effects of chemical and
other weapons. According to PLC, Iraqi
babies evidence 10 times the rate of heart
defects compared to the world average.
PLC also raises funds for lifesaving
surgery and recruits surgeons for shortterm Remedy Missions that double as
training for Iraqi surgeons and medical
staff.
Evans went to Kurdistan in northern
Iraq with the goal of improving PLC’s social
14 | Cedarville Magazine

media research and presence, a key way to
connect with potential donors and keep
current donors informed about what the
organization is doing.
“I heard about internships with PLC
through a fellow student station manager
at Resound Radio,” Evans said. “When
PLC was on campus in February 2013, I
tweeted back and forth with their social
media guy, then walked to their booth and
talked to him for about an hour. It put their
internship on the radar.”
From May 25 to July 25, Evans organized
PLC’s donor base, analyzed and suggested
ways to improve its use of social media,
generated research for future marketing
efforts, and taught English to Syrians and
Kurds.

From Routine to Volatile
Then ISIS happened.
“I was sitting in a coffee shop in the
mountains of northern Iraq on June 10,
blogging about the mundane aspects of
working at PLC,” Evans related. “I was
writing how everything we do is a holy act,
and then I get this Facebook message from
my friend Dave back home, asking, ‘You’re
not in Mosul are you? Hoping you guys are
safe.’”
The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS) had invaded northern Iraq. Mosul
is just an hour-and-a-half drive to Erbil,
capital of the semi-independent province
of Kurdistan.
“My heart was in my stomach for a
couple of days,” Evans said. “People were
saying, ‘This is Iraq; it happens all the time.’
But it seemed like something else going on.”
Very early in the conflict, ISIS said it
had no interest in Kurdistan. By mid-July,

In the midst of the crisis, Evans and the other
interns communicated constantly on social
media assuring donors that PLC’s work was
moving forward, especially a Remedy Mission
in Nasiriyah in southern Iraq.
“They were planning surgeries for 30-plus
kids in a couple weeks (after the ISIS offensive
started),” he offered. “We were afraid the fighting
would shut down the surgeries, but they went off
as planned thanks to our donors.”

Now It’s Personal
Bad news from the Middle East can
overwhelm many in the United States. But for
Evans it’s more than a distant, depressing news
cycle. “I pay attention when I see headlines,” he
said. “I’ve experienced a little sliver of the fear
they’re dealing with. It helps me remember these
aren’t numbers, but real people in danger.”
Despite the conflict, Evans found times of joy.
During the FIFA World Cup soccer tournament,
L-R: PLC intern Nate Miller, Kurdish friend Reber, intern Dane Barnett ’14, and Josh Evans ’14.
he grabbed several other interns and headed to a
local cafe at 1 a.m. to see the U.S. play. “We were
surrounded by Kurdish and Iraqi fans and the whole broadcast was
ISIS was spray-painting the letter “N” on
in Arabic, so you couldn’t understand,” he noted. “But hanging out
the front of Christian homes in Mosul,
with my Kurdish friends was fun.”
shorthand for Nasrani, the Arabic term for
This internship also challenged his faith. “I had a lot of really
Christian. “Christians had to pay a huge
deep conversations about my core beliefs,” Evans said. “It caused
tax, convert, get out, or face death,” Evans
me to dig deep in Scripture to see what I truly believed about God.
related.
“The culture is beautiful, but it’s so dark at the same time. There
The U.S. conducted airstrikes near one
was no Jesus to give light to this.”
of the areas where Evans flew in and out of
the country. “That was several weeks after
we left that city,” he said. “I was never in any
Evans credits classes on world missions and urban ministry for
stoking
his interest to travel overseas. But a course dealing with the
“I pay attention when I see headlines,” he said.
minor
prophets
set his direction. “As I studied Micah and Hosea,
“I’ve experienced a little sliver of the fear they’re
idolatry was only half the problem,” he recalled. “They treated the
dealing with. It helps me remember these aren’t least of these horribly, and God said, ‘I will not hear your prayers
numbers, but real people in danger.” until you fix that.’”
Jim Leightenheimer, Associate Professor of Communications
and Resound Radio advisor, has been a mentor and friend, Evans
danger, but I’m realizing I wasn’t as safe as
said. “He taught me the things I needed to succeed, both at home
I thought.”
and abroad,” he added. “And that’s how I find myself the Community
Evans received a flood of text, Facebook,
Impact Coordinator at WAY-FM in West Palm Beach, Florida, now.”
and Twitter messages making sure he was
Despite the potential danger, Evans would return to Iraq. “It’s
OK. “Everybody was very supportive, but
not a monolithic story of war, brokenness, and terror,” he offered.
they also expected me to get out of the
“This country is not beyond redemption — in a spiritual, political,
country,” he said. “None of that came from
or social sense. It’s easy to look at Iraq and only see what is now.
my family, which was very helpful.”
You have to look past that and see the Iraq of the future.”
Evans wasn’t surprised. His family fully
backed his decision. “Other interns had
people break down crying, saying, ‘You’re
Clem Boyd is the Managing Editor of Cedarville Magazine and
going to die over there,’” he said. “That
Communications Specialist in Marketing.
would be difficult. But in my case, I had
total support.”

The Right Preparation
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Daring to Make a

Difference
Timid Mom Becomes
Abstinence-Education
Champion
by Valerie (Dell) Huber ’80, M.Ed. ’10

B

Boldness and courage. These words come
to mind when we think of Moses or the
Apostle Paul. But not me! I’m an introvert,
a person who missed opportunities growing
up because I was so shy. But I know God calls
ordinary people like you and me, and it’s not
through a burning bush or a blinding light.
God’s call to boldness came to me 15 years
ago. It wasn’t an earth-shattering moment,
but He pulled me out of my normal, timid
self. Initially, it was just about protecting
my children. My body was shaking with
fear, and my voice was slightly breathless,
but I approached our son’s principal and
health teacher with my concerns about
the sex education curriculum being taught
in the middle school. The content was
inconsistent with stated school priorities and
compromised what my husband and I were
teaching at home.
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If you’re a parent, you know that something changes A.K. —
“after kids.” That God-given desire to nurture and protect our
children can lead us more naturally, in spite of our timidity or fear,
to trust God and be bold on their behalf. According to MerriamWebster, boldness means “not being afraid of danger or difficult
situations.” And why should we be afraid? God promises to be with
us, holding us firmly so we don’t need to fear (Isa. 41:10).
After that first call to boldness, God will stretch us again by
compelling us to do something we’ve never done before, even
something scary. When we obey, He shows up, and then the next
time, He gives us a task slightly more intimidating, and He enables
us again.

The Hand of God
After that first encounter with our son’s principal and health
teacher, God orchestrated a miraculous series of events that made
His hand so evident. First, a stranger contacted me and offered to
pay for new sex education curriculum for my son’s school. Then,
because of a “chance” conversation with someone in the county
education system, I was invited to speak at the last minute to county
school superintendents as they decided what services to provide
the next school year. They agreed to offer Sexual Risk Avoidance
(SRA) abstinence curriculum in their school districts if I could
find funding.

Next, God brought unlikely partners
together to help me form a nonprofit
organization and write a grant proposal. He
inexplicably gave me favor among county
policymakers, some who were not even
supportive of the SRA abstinence message.
Finally, God humbled us with the largest
grant in the state (at the time) to change
what would be taught to 25,000 students in
two counties in their sex education classes!
As God gave me each new opportunity,
my heart would race and my mouth would
become parched. But each time, God
reminded me He was there and gave favor
in those efforts. That realization was terribly
humbling. At that point, I thought God had
tasked me to help youth in our kids’ school
and in the other county schools. That was a
big enough job and one that reminded me
daily this was God’s work, not mine. That
realization made it easier to be bold.

A Statewide Platform
God continued to open doors. The first
time I testified before the state legislature regarding Ohio’s sex
education guidelines, I was humbled that God gave me just the right
words to say in response to questions from legislators. I learned an
important lesson that day. As Christians, we can be bold without
being obnoxious, and part of bringing light to darkness involves
the way we speak truth (2 Cor. 4:2, Matt. 5:16).
God then gave me a place of influence over SRA abstinence
education in the state when I was asked to apply for a position at the
Ohio Department of Health. The position provided guidance and
oversight for SRA programs serving more than 100,000 students in
the state. In that place of leadership, boldness was easy, right? Wrong!
The public nature of the job painted a target on my back for those
who loathed any program that might encourage young people to
restrain their sexual urges. At one event, I was assigned a bodyguard
because organizers feared for my safety. Looking back, though, I
see God was using this time to prepare me for my current position
as President of the National Abstinence Education Association
(NAEA). (Learn more at
theNAEA.org.)

family groups, draft legislation and policy, meet
with key members of the Obama administration,
and debate the abstinence issue in the national
media.
It probably comes as no surprise that ours is
not a popular position in the current sexualized
culture. But God continues to give us favor in
some of the most unexpected places, reminding
us that boldness gives the opportunity to let our
light shine before men “that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven”
(Matt. 5:16).
Boldness is like a muscle that becomes
stronger as it is exercised. This is especially true
when God enables people to be bold, in spite
of themselves, and in spite of the fact that the
circumstance might be uncomfortable. Since
God has equipped us to be His image-bearers,
our boldness and courage should not be
paralyzed by the “what if ” (this bad outcome
happens); it should be compelled by the “even
if ” (trials come, God will be glorified). In the
midst of our obedience to this “courageous
boldness,” we are, after all, only to be faithful. It
is comforting to know that it is God, and not us,
who is responsible for the results.
Valerie (Dell) Huber ’80, M.Ed. ’10 serves as the

President of the National Abstinence Education
Association, a Washington, D.C.-based
professional association in support of abstinence
education. She received both her bachelor’s degree
and M.Ed. from Cedarville University. She was
honored as Cedarville’s Alumna of the Year in 2013.
For more information about Huber and her
undergraduate and graduate education at
Cedarville University, read “Learning to Change
the World” in the spring 2014 issue of Cedarville
Magazine at cedarville.edu/huber.

National Influence
In my role at NAEA, I am
honored to nationally represent
SRA abstinence education
from our office in Washington,
D.C. God continues to take
me places that force me to
acknowledge my weaknesses
and His strength. I regularly
work with members of
Congress and national pro-

Abstinence-education supporters visited Capitol Hill on April 3, 2014, during the NAEA-organized Abstinence Day on the Hill. Huber and others spoke
to members of Congress, advocating for the priority of sexual risk avoidance in federal sex education policy.
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Bereans at
the Gate

Cedarville Professors
Peacefully Storm Internet
With Biblical Worldview
In the spring of 2013, five Cedarville University political science, history, and economic
professors — Dr. Marc Clauson, Dr. Jeff Haymond, Dr. Tom Mach, Dr. Mark Caleb Smith,
and Dr. Bert Wheeler (see their bios inset) — made the bold decision to storm the gates of
online media with their blog, “Bereans @ The Gate” (bereansatthegate.com). They address
politics, economics, theology, history, law, and culture, even writing the occasional movie
review. As their “About” page explains: “We hope to use the insights we find to peacefully
storm the gates that surround our fallen culture.”
Cedarville Magazine sat down with the Berean bloggers this fall to learn about the
purpose for the website, reactions they’ve received, their hopes for its future, why they’re
Bereans, and how they’re going on the offensive without offending.
Why “Bereans @ The Gate”?
Jeff Haymond (JH) – We took it from
the Bereans in Acts 17 who were seeking
the Scriptures daily to see if what Paul was
saying was true. Plus, we’re playing on this
idea of barbarians at the gate. Also, there’s
the scriptural reference to “the gates of hell
will not prevail against you” (Matt. 16:18).
The Gospel is on the offensive, not the
defensive. As we’re presenting this truth,
we’re trying to confront a culture that does
not think scripturally in most areas.
Why a blog?
JH – We’d had a series of lunches over
the previous year, looking for ways to
collaborate. I think it was Mark Smith’s idea
because he’s the technology guy, so we’re
blaming him.
Mark Caleb Smith (MCS) –
Compared to you, I’m the technology guy
(laughing). It’s a good tool for us to work
together in virtual space to reach people
who might not otherwise be reached.
Tom Mach (TM) – We wanted to
show the connection between what God’s
Word teaches and important issues of the
day, be they political, social, cultural, or
economic. We wanted Cedarville to be seen
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as an institution where we take Scripture
seriously.
Marc Clauson (MC) – I think the
whole idea of Christian worldview has
declined over the last 20 years. People
don’t talk about it as much at Christian
universities, and it’s our desire to bring
back an examination of what we do, how
we think, and the way we should think from
an explicitly biblical perspective.

Bert Wheeler

is a Professor of Economics and Berry Chair of Free
Enterprise at Cedarville. He earned his Ph.D. in economics
from the University of Tennessee.

Bert Wheeler (BW) – For the
University as a whole, we wanted to make
a statement as individual faculty that this
is the way we think about these issues.
In addition to being biblical, it’s very
conservative in its outlook. We wanted to
reach a larger constituency and say, “Yes,
this is what Cedarville is, that’s where
we’ve been historically and where we’ll be
in future.”
MCS – That’s what makes [the blog] so
countercultural. If you look at the culture
at large, there’s precious little evidence that
it cares for the Bible. We’re arguing that
biblical truth is relevant in a variety of areas,
not just simply in theology.
BW – There’s clearly a downgrade away
from biblical values in our culture. We
think this way, this is the right way to think,
and this is the solution to some of the issues
facing the broader culture. Those solutions
are embedded in the Word of God.

Jeff Haymond

is an Associate Professor of Economics and Associate
Dean for Undergraduate Programs in the School of
Business Administration at Cedarville. He received his
Ph.D. in economics from George Mason University.

TM – I think we’re even countercultural
within evangelicalism in America. In the
last few decades, we’ve seen evangelicalism
veer left politically and embrace a liberal
ideology in today’s America. We’re
suggesting that biblical principles run
against that grain. We’re hoping to speak
to the Church in America about a proper
understanding of Scripture and why that
has often led to conservative positions and
calling them to account for why that shifted.
MC – That implies a particular approach
to theology and a particular approach to
interpretation that we might call traditional,
orthodox, maybe even classical. And
it’s not something we’ve done as a kneejerk reaction, We’re not conservative just
because we’re supposed to be conservative,
or theologically conservative because that’s
the way everybody else is. We see that
coming from the way we approach the
Bible.
JH – Perhaps the principal area where this
divergence occurs is the understanding of
Christian freedom. Culture at large seems
to embrace freedom that goes against where
freedom in Scripture would want us to go,
all the while denying the very freedoms that
God would have us enjoy to grow into the
people He wants us to be.
What kind of responses have you
gotten from the blog?
MCS – We get hits from Europe, South
America, South Africa. We have a
fair number of students, faculty, and
administrators. We’re seeing it grow, but

Mark Smith

is an Associate Professor of Political Science and Director of
the Center for Political Studies at Cedarville. He received his
Ph.D. in political science from The University of Georgia.

it’s not where we want it to be yet. We don’t
have a lot of people coming up to us saying,
“Hey, I love your blog.”
BW – My wife is embedded in the
community a little bit more than some, so
she hears from people in Cedarville who
do follow the blog. That may not show up
[in the numbers], but they do read it and
make comments.
MC – My wife posts our blogs on Facebook,
and she gets responses.
TM – We’ve gotten four or five speaking
requests at churches this fall because of
interactions on the blog.
MCS – We’re trying to integrate it in our
courses, so our students are interacting with
the blog. That helps us disseminate ideas
and connect our classroom to what we’re
doing online. It’s a holistic enterprise. Most
of our commenters are students or former
students.
JH – Many times in Christian discussions,
people automatically think you are a
conservative and you’re trying to defend
that stance with your Christian values. Or,
you’re a liberal and you’re trying to drape
a scriptural verse on your views. The blog
allows us to go a little bit deeper than a
50-minute class will allow. Many of our
students will resonate with it; some of them
won’t, and we need to be able to respond
to that.
What are some of the most
satisfying interactions?
JH – My adult daughter read it and said,
“That was really good, Dad.” She wasn’t just

Marc Clauson

is a Professor of History and Law at Cedarville. He earned
his J.D. from West Virginia University College of Law and his
Ph.D. in intellectual history and policy from the University of
the Orange Free State, RSA.

puffing me up. She’s a young Ph.D. student,
so she’s fairly bright, and when she thought
it was good, I was happy.
MCS – Two things for me: My 13-yearold son reads and enjoys all my movie
reviews. Most interestingly, though, was
when Dr. White (President of Cedarville
University) subscribed to the blog. That
came across my email: “You have a new
subscriber, Dr. Thomas White.” It was nice
to see administrative support for what we
were trying to do.
MC – One of the most satisfying is when I
have a chance to respond to someone who
doesn’t quite agree, but who is civil about it
and articulate. I have a chance to respond
in depth. I enjoy that. You want something
educational going on here.
BW – I had a meaningful interaction with
someone who is much more politically
left than I am. He wanted me to read his
blog, and I read it and there was some
really out-there stuff, but it was a really
good interchange. This may have been a
former student, someone very much on
the political left, wanting to know what
in the world I was thinking and why I was
thinking like that.
MCS – We all try our best to be very civil.
You don’t see a lot of sarcasm, and you don’t
see a lot of mean-spirited personal attacks
in our blogs, so I think that promotes civil
responses. I’m sure if we grew we could
get plenty of people who would come on
and just hammer us, but so far we’ve been
blessed with people having legitimate
disagreements and making arguments.

Tom Mach ’88

is the Chair of the Department of History and Government
and Professor of History at Cedarville. He earned his Ph.D.
from the University of Akron.
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right now, as opposed to a timeless truth.
Do you attempt to position
yourselves differently compared
to other Christian commentators
or bloggers?
MC – In part, yes. Sojourners and Jim
Wallis — he’s pretty influential in the
evangelical left community. I don’t recall
naming him by name, but some of what I
say is directed implicitly toward him and
those who follow him.
JH – I just read something on Evangelicals
for Social Action, a beautifully written
piece that I felt was very biblically wrong.
They were trying to find accommodation
with contentious issues within culture to
bridge peace. I don’t doubt their motive —
they want to have peaceful relations with
unbelievers — but in that particular issue
it seemed like they were not going to get
there without sacrificing clear scriptural
teachings.
MCS – We’re trying to fight against the
caricature of the Christian right as shrill,

perspective. It doesn’t mean we can’t rely on
Scripture, we have to, but we have to learn
that’s just one argument.
JH – I posted a comment from Mark Dever
(Senior Pastor, Capitol Hill Baptist Church
and previous Cedarville chapel speaker) last
spring in which he noted that Jesus was
executed as a state criminal. So was John
the Baptist. Both of them challenged the
ruling leadership and it got them killed. We
all could have said, “John the Baptist, can’t
you be just a little more politically correct?
Why do you need to keep bringing that
up?” Yet, he felt God calling him to speak,
and he was faithful. We need to make sure
we speak in a way that if they do kill us, they
did the wrong.

On your blog you say that you’re
“peacefully storming the gates
of culture.” That sounds like a
contradiction. Can you expand
on this idea?
MC – Isn’t that the way Jesus did it, bold
yet peaceful?
MCS – Confrontational but humble. You
can be both.
JH – Undoubtedly, we fail at times, but
we’re trying.
BW – The idea itself may offend, and that’s
OK, but you don’t want to be offensive in
the way you present the idea. We’re trying
to make concepts known in a way that is
polite. We don’t want to be arrogant, pushy,
and rude as you see so often on the Internet.
What are your hopes for Bereans
Christ offended because of what He was
at the Gate?
doing and who He was, not because of the
JH – Mark talked about us being in the
way He presented himself. We want to avoid
minority now. We’re in the minority, but not
a presentation that is in itself offensive, yet
numerically. If Christians thought biblically,
will bring the truth to bear.
then we would have an entirely different
MCS – Very well said, Bert. Even if other
situation in this country. If
people find it offensive, it’s
also good to model for other We’re trying to say our politics, our economics, we could be one small part in
believers how to interact with whatever it is, is grounded in truth that is beyond helping Christians think a little
culture. We’re teaching in the us, that’s grounded in God’s Word. It’s not just how bit more biblically, that would
classroom, and if our students I feel about this issue or ideology that is publically be success.
go on the blog and see us turn a popular right now, as opposed to a timeless truth. TM – Our students need to see
us thinking this way, not just in
flamethrower on people, they’ll
the
classroom,
but as part of the broader
loud,
abrasive,
and
beating
you
over
the
rightly question our integrity.
society.
And
we
want to continue to have a
head
with
a
KJV
Bible.
I
don’t
think
that’s
JH – Jesus was very brutal with leadership
representation
out
there that helps identify
accurate,
but
that’s
how
our
culture
often
and their ideas. He is not kind at all toward
Cedarville
within
Christianity
and within
perceives
the
Christian
right.
If
we
can
those propagating false beliefs harmful
culture.
counter
that
perception
a
little
bit
tonally,
to those who would follow. But He was
BW – I’d like to see us grow in impact in
that will position us in the Christian
always incredibly gentle to the misguided.
the public square, where what we’re saying
community
as
well.
I’m more aggressive at wrongheaded ideas,
takes root, grows, and changes the direction
MC
–
That
caricature
is
also
antibut I’m careful to attack the idea, not the
of the nation itself. The concepts we’re
intellectual.
It’s
this
idea
that
we
don’t
have
messenger. Someone might disagree in the
espousing are in decline across the nation
good
arguments,
we’re
simplistic.
We’re
comment field and that’s where I try to be
and around the globe. Since we’re anchored
trying
to
counter
that,
too.
a lot more gentle. As an economist, I’m
in the Word of God, I’d like to see actual,
not going to be as gentle to Paul Krugman,
tangible change.
Do
you
think
that
caricature
who knows better and deliberately tries
MC – That’s not going to happen
is
a
particular
challenge
for
to confuse issues, but if somebody says
immediately, so we have to be patient and
Christians
engaging
culture?
something they’ve heard from him, then
persevering. So Bert, in 30 years, you better
JH
–
There
are
some
who
would
be
I’m going to treat that entirely differently.
still be writing.
politically
allied
with
me
who
would
think
TM – That’s another example of our
BW – I wasn’t thinking quite that long.
that.
countercultural approach. So much of what
(laughter).
MCS
–
I
think
Christians
are
struggling
we hear in the political arena is “I think
with
being
in
the
minority
culturally.
When
... I feel ... but this is what makes sense to
you’re in the cultural majority, quoting from
me.” We’re trying to say our politics, our
To learn more about the Bereans and read
Scripture has more influence. Now that
economics, whatever it is, is grounded in
blog posts, visit bereansatthegate.com.
we’re
not
in
the
majority
in
any
meaningful
truth that is beyond us, that’s grounded in
sense
of
the
term,
we’re
going
to
have
to
get
God’s Word. It’s not just how I feel about this
used to making arguments from a different
issue or ideology that is publically popular
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Chapel Notes

The Pursuit of Happiness
by Bryan Loritts

The following is an excerpt from a chapel presentation by Bryan Loritts on the morning of August 19,
2014. Loritts was the keynote speaker for the 2014 Fall Bible Conference. Listen to his full remarks
and other conference messages at cedarville.edu/chapel.
One day, King Solomon looked at
all of his stuff, all of his women, all the
chariots with the 26-inch rims. Do you
know what Solomon said as he looked
at all of this stuff? “Vanity of vanities ...
emptiness ... chasing after the wind.” You
would think he’d be happy, but he was not.
A modern-day example is Robin
Williams — famous, $30-million home,
Academy Award nominee. His job was to
make others happy. And yet, he ends up
killing himself. What I believe, under the sovereignty of God, Robin
Williams bequeaths to us: There is no lasting happiness in this life
independent of God and His son, Jesus Christ.
Some of you are sitting here thinking, “I just need to get this
degree and it will set me on a wonderful trajectory to make some
money.” God is not anti-wealth, and He’s not anti your happiness.
We find our happiness not independent of God, but in God and
God alone.
I’ve been on my little boys since the time they were 4 or 5 years
old to learn the Westminster Shorter Catechism. What is the chief
aim of life? To glorify God and enjoy Him forever. As I’m dropping
off my littlest, Jaden, at school, I’ll ask, “What does it mean to glorify
God today?” He will say, “To make Him bigger.” I say, “Jaden, give
me an image; you know we can’t make God bigger.” He’ll say, “Dad,
it’s like a telescope.”
A telescope exists to bring clearly into view those things that
are far off. A telescope does not literally make a star bigger, or the
moon bigger, it just brings them clearly into view. If you’re saved,
you are God’s telescope. May you live in such a way that people see
God through you, get a big picture of who God is, and say, “Wow!”
Paul says in Colossians 3:17, “Whatever you do, in word or deed,

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him.”
You exist for the happiness of God. An authentic
follower of Jesus Christ looks at his studies at
Cedarville University not merely as a task to be
fulfilled, but looks at them as worship. When I’m
studying science, biology, English, theology, or
whatever I’m studying, the punchline is this: God,
how can I give You glory? For God’s sake, don’t let
nominal, pseudo Christians rob you of the worship
of God as you do your assignments.
Psalm 16:11 is phenomenal: “You make known
to me the paths of life; in Your presence there is
fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.” The psalmist is saying God is not anti
your happiness. He wants you to be happy; He wants
you to have joy. What He is “anti” is pointing the
antenna of your life away from Him to the things of
this life and finding joy independent of Him. In His
presence, there is fullness of joy.
When the intent of my life is pointed Godward,
and I am making God happy, whether I eat or drink
or study or hang out, whatever it may be, it’s all done
for the glory of God. When your aim is to make God
happy, something interesting happens: You get joy.
In the presence of God, there is fullness of joy.
Bryan Loritts is the Lead Pastor of Fellowship

Memphis, a multicultural church ministering to the
evolving community of urban Memphis.

Watch or listen online at cedarville.edu/chapel to hear these engaging speakers:
Feb. 3–4 Dr. D.A. Carson
Research Professor of New Testament
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
Deerfield, Illinois
Feb. 18 Dr. Ronnie Floyd
President of the Southern Baptist
Convention
Senior Pastor of Cross Church
Springdale, Arkansas

Feb. 25 Dr. Russell D. Moore
Mar. 17–18
President of the Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission of the Southern Baptist
Convention
Apr. 15
Nashville, Tennessee, and Washington, D.C.
Mar. 12 Freedom to Flourish Conference
Dr. Peter Greer
President and CEO of HOPE International
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Dr. Mike Fabarez
Senior Pastor of Compass Bible Church
Aliso Viejo, California
Wayne Huizenga, Jr.
President of Huizenga Holdings
Fort Lauderdale, Florida
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Crash
Course

A test drive of the classroom
experience (without the final exam)

PROGRAM TITLE

Student Teaching and Seminar

ADVISER

Cynthia Gayer
Director of Teacher Education Services

DESCRIPTION

The final, capstone course for education majors is a
student teaching internship. Throughout the semester,
they’re engaged in a classroom under supervision of
a cooperating teacher and University field supervisor,
and eventually assume full classroom responsibilities.
Students attend weekly seminars on campus with
the program adviser and guest presenters, reflecting
on the teaching experience and discussing topics
such as discipline and preparing students for state
testing. The internship allows students to practice and
apply teaching skills and education strategies they
have learned at Cedarville. At the conclusion of this
internship, these students turned teacher-candidates
are ready for their first teaching position!

BIG IDEA

 Every effort is made to place candidates in their
preference for rural, suburban, or urban schools
and public or Christian schools, as well as the grade
level of their choice.

 Ninety percent of Cedarville’s teacher-candidates
are placed in local school districts. Ten percent
choose the Overseas Internship Program and
teach in locations such as Ecuador, the Dominican
Republic, Portugal, and Australia.

2014: A Golden Year for Murdoch
In 1964, The Beatles appeared on The Ed
Sullivan Show for the first time. UCLA won
its first of 10 NCAA basketball national
championships under legendary coach
John Wooden. And Dr. J. Murray Murdoch
first stepped on the campus of Cedarville
University.
This August, Murdoch celebrated his
golden anniversary teaching at Cedarville
University.
“I feel incredibly blessed to have shared
my biblical worldview on history and
society with Christian young people for
the last 50 years,” said Murdoch. “I love the
students I am privileged to teach, and I love
doing it at a University that stands boldly
Dr. Murdoch, circa 1960’s
for the Word of God and the Testimony of
Jesus Christ.”
Murdoch, a Senior Professor of History, earned his doctoral degree in philosophy from
Northwestern University. The former chair of the history department, he now teaches
courses in social movements, reflecting his “lifelong desire that peoples of all races find an
open and loving reception in Bible-believing institutions.”
Murdoch authored Portrait of Obedience: The Biography of Robert T. Ketcham and the
100-year history of Cedarville University.
Beyond teaching history, Murdoch made history as Cedarville’s men’s tennis coach.
His teams recorded 563 wins during a stellar 29-year career, including 88 consecutive
dual-match victories, both records at the University. Under his leadership, Cedarville’s
men’s team claimed 23 National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) District
titles and 23 Mid-Ohio Conference championships. In 1989, his team finished eighth at
the NAIA national tournament.
Murdoch’s commitment as a husband and father is as notable as his tenure. He has been
married to Ruth Mary Murdoch for 56 years. They have two sons, Jim ’87 and Mark ’91,
and four grandchildren. Congratulations, Dr. Murdoch, on a tremendous career and for
proclaiming a biblical worldview in an age when it has become increasingly unpopular.
Thanks for your bold stand for Christ.

 University professors or adjuncts observe and
evaluate local interns six times during the
semester.

LEARN MORE:
cedarville.edu/education

“My student teaching experience has allowed me to
actively participate in the lives of my students and learn
from my cooperating teacher. Being able to get a “real”
experience as a teacher in a classroom has prepared me
for my own classroom and excites me as I look forward to
that day.”

Jennifer Lee ’14

Early Childhood Education

“My education at Cedarville has prepared me uniquely
for student teaching at an international school. My
capstone education course served as a controlled training
environment for student teaching — just as student
teaching is my first mile in a lifetime of teaching.”

Matthew Dix ’14

Language Arts Education
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Dr. Murdoch loves to coach students toward a biblical view of history and culture.

International Community School Campers Explore
Engineering, Computer Science at Cedarville
The Cedarville University School of Engineering and Computer Science joined with the
International Community School (ICS) in Bangkok, Thailand, to conduct an engineering
camp July 22–25.
ICS is an American college preparatory school with curriculum taught from a biblical
perspective. ICS offers Christian education for the international English-speaking
community in Bangkok and now educates approximately 850 students from more than
20 nations. Twenty-four students from
Thailand, China, Korea, and other
nations attended the camp.
The camp was divided into four
days of study and included instruction
in electrical, computer, and mechanical
engineering as well as computer science.
Along with lectures each day, students
participated in labs and experiments
related to the day’s field of study.
Dr. Sam SanGregory, Professor of
Electrical Engineering, and Dr. Tim
Dr. Tim Norman mounts a student’s truss into the test fixture
Norman, Professor of Mechanical
during a truss design competition.
and Biomedical Engineering, planned
lessons and taught the sessions at the
camp. They came alongside Scott Hayden ’95, ICS Director of Curriculum and Instruction,
and Principal Stephen Ladas, to give students an opportunity to explore engineering and
computer science programs.
“Although we went into this camp with some concerns about how a U.S. style of education
program would be received in another culture, we were pleased with how well the camp
went,” said SanGregory. “We wanted to show these students that Cedarville has high-quality
engineering and computer science programs to motivate them to consider Cedarville when
it comes time for them to choose a college.”
There are plans to repeat this camp in the summer of 2016.

Increase

your giving

Reduce

your taxes

The Dow Jones industrial
average has been up more
Planned
Giving ad
than 20% in the last two
years, which means that
you may be the beneficiary
of appreciated securities.

Making a gift to Cedarville
University with an appreciated
asset allows you to:
• Give more this year, without
impacting your cash flow
• Receive income tax savings
from a charitable tax
deduction
• Avoid capital gains tax on
the sale of your appreciated
assets

To learn more, contact
Matt Pogirski at
1-888-CEDARVILLE
(233-2784) or visit
cedarville.edu/giving.

Twenty-four students from Thailand, China, Korea, and other nations attended the Summer Engineering Camp at the International
Community School in Bangkok, Thailand. Cedarville professors Dr. Sam SanGregory (far left) and Dr. Tim Norman (far right) led
the camp.

Campus News

Upcoming Events
January
6–8 Missions Conference
23–24 CU LEADership
Conference
29–31 Winter Play: Fiddler on
the Roof
30–31 Worship 4:24
Conference
February
6–7 Li’l Sibs Weekend
6–8 Winter Play: Fiddler on
the Roof
13–14 Music Showcase
16 CU Friday*
March
12 Freedom to Flourish
Conference
13 All-Access Orientation
(for accepted students)
19–29 Spring Play: Doubt
27 CU Friday
27 Pops Concert
April
10 All-Access Orientation
(for accepted students)
13 Academic Honors Day
May
2 119th Annual
Commencement
		
*CU Friday on Presidents Day

Community Ministries and Missions Involvement
Services Combine This Fall to Form Global Outreach
Two historically distinct Christian ministry groups at Cedarville have combined to form one
department with a common vision — student-powered advancement of the Great Commission.
Community Ministries and Missions Involvement Services (MIS) merged this fall to become
Global Outreach. “Whether it was across the street or around the world, these two departments
had the same vision — to live and share the Gospel with everyone, everywhere,” said Jim
Cato ’83, Associate Vice President of Christian Ministries.
Global Outreach (Local) will help students reach their neighbors through churches,
community outreach teams, and spring break teams using their resources, life experiences,
talents, and time.
Global Outreach (International) will send teams around the world to proclaim the Gospel
to the nations and experience missions firsthand. During spring and summer breaks, hundreds
of students will assist missionaries while discerning God’s direction in their own lives.
The new department will be headed by Brian Nester, former MIS director. “Brian was a
missionary in Hungary,” Cato said. “With his experience in world evangelism, and his passion
for reaching the lost, it made sense for him to head this new department.”
Keith Holcomb will serve as Assistant Director. He recently worked at California Baptist
University where he recruited and trained students for ministry. He’ll be continuing in that role at
Cedarville. Vicky Hines, who had worked in Christian Ministries for 11 years, will serve as Global
Outreach Ministr y
Coordinator. Ellen
Hanson will serve as the
administrative assistant
for the department.
“Through numerous
changes over t he
years, the heartbeat
of ministry has stayed
the same,” Cato said.
“Our desire is to see
students deepen their
understanding of what
it means to know, live,
and share the Gospel.”
L-R: Keith Holcomb, Ellen Hanson, Vicky Hines, and Brian Nester

cedarville.edu/events
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Kassie Baumann @KassieLauren15 · Oct 23
Been thinking a lot about college lately &
@cedarville is at the top of my list for sure!
#decisions #dream #college

Erik Spohr @erikspohr · Nov 12
Many people waste their lives pursuing
counterfeit glories, we preach Christ so
people can see Christ’s glory. @TripLee
@cedarville @9Marks

Aaron Cook @aaronjcook4636 ∙ Nov 5
From Genesis to Revelation the Bible is
One Big Story of God redeeming a people
for His Glory! @cedarville @cedarvilleGO
#hope #gospel

Jim Amstutz @cedarvillevents
#juniorjam2014 @cedarville has been
#amazing 300 Cedarville students and 840
#juniorjammers

Jordan Esatto @hope_notfear · Oct 10
Religion is integral to us as human
beings. We are hard-wired to worship.
#CUFreedomSummit @cedarville

Thomas White @DrThomasWhite · Oct 6
Are you “Me” focused? Time to change...so
what are you doing Spring Break 2015?
@Cedarville @cedarvilleGO
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Fast Application, circa 1965
This 1965 admissions form is a study in simplicity. Students answered just a handful of questions
about birth date, born-again birth date, interest in receiving a course catalog, and whether they
planned to live on campus. Then they signed and dated a one-paragraph statement regarding belief
in the authority of God’s Word, commitment to respect professors, and desire to lead a “consistent
Christian life.” Short and sweet! Put it in the mailbox, and future students were well on their way to
becoming Yellow Jackets. While a few more questions have been added to the online application at
cedarville.edu/admissions, Cedarville still seeks students who love Jesus, want to grow in their faith,
and desire to be challenged academically. Application forms may change, but the type of student who
thrives at Cedarville remains very much the same.
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Blessing and Being Blessed

In Greek, makarios (mah-kar-ee-ose)
means “blessed”, and the Makarios School
in the Dominican Republic definitely
blessed 10 Cedarville University students
and staff who visited in October 2014. The
Cedarville crew interacted with children
who attend the school and also renovated
the community basketball court in the
village of Pancho Mateo.
Makarios, founded in 2004 by
Cedarville graduate Sharla Megilligan ’97,
26 | Cedarville Magazine

educates kindergarten through third grade
Haitian and Dominican students from three
impoverished communities — Chichigua,
Pancho Mateo, and Tamarindo. Besides a
Christ-centered education, Makarios also
offers its students clean drinking water,
vitamins, two hot meals a day, and access
to medical care.
Makarios is the focus of the Student
G over nment Ass o ci at ion (SGA)
Philanthropy Project this year. SGA and

the student body are working together to
raise $50,000 to build six new classrooms
for Makarios.
Megilligan, owner of Dominican
Joe Coffee Shop in Austin, Texas,
supports the school through store sales.
Dominican Joe coffee is also available
at Rinnova coffee shop in the Stevens
Student Center at Cedarville. For more
photos and the backstory to the trip, visit
Cedarville photographer Scott Huck’s blog:
cedarville.edu/makarios-trip.

Campus News
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Volleyball Team Serves Athletes and Children in Panama
possible to have that good of a relationship
emails so these conversations
and be that kind of a testimony to people
could continue. It was great
that didn’t speak the same language.”
to see relationships built so
Rightside hitter Hannah Wagner ’15
quickly that may lead to other
was struck by the diverse opportunities
opportunities to share more
to share about Christ. “There are so many
about the Gospel.”
different places that need God,” she said.
One match led to an
“We shared His love on the volleyball court,
informal get together and
at a school of Chinese students, with very
mini-clinic at a school. “The
native tribes who washed their clothes in
other team’s coach invited
the rivers and lived in huts, and on the plane
us to his school after we
trip home. I just saw a great need, and I
played,” DeLozier explained.
was able to fill that need and get the ball
“Most of the children were
rolling for other people and groups that go
gathered in the courtyard
The Yellow Jackets volleyball team competed against the Technological University
to Panama to minister.”
area
to
interact
with
us.
We
of Panama (pictured here with the Cedarville team), the Panama national team,
The Lord opened a great witnessing
ran
a
few
volleyball
drills,
and the University of Panama.
opportunity for Head Coach Doug
but ended up just interacting
Walters on the flight back. “It was a deep,
with them and enjoying their energy and
Before it began the 2014 campaign for a
hourlong conversation with one of the flight
enthusiasm. Hopefully, that door will stay
third G-MAC Championship title, the Lady
attendants,” he said. “I hope it has heavenly
open for the missionaries so that they can
Yellow Jackets volleyball team was on a
results down the road.”
take future groups there to continue the
different kind of mission.
God spoke to setter Maddie Ledbetter
ministry in that school.”
Nine players and two coaches hosted
’15 through the simplicity of Panamanian
DeLozier added, “Before we left on the
clinics, competed in matches, and
life. “There were people who didn’t have
trip, we discussed how love and laughter
interacted with the people of Panama from
cell phones or TVs, who just lived very
were able to communicate with others
August 6–13. They went in cooperation
simple lives and yet were so content,” she
despite the barrier of different languages.
with SCORE International, an organization
observed. “That was a testament to how all
That was huge for us, especially when
that specializes in sending athletic teams on
we really need is Christ in life.”
we worked with the children and played
missions trips. The team was also able to
against the teams who did
work with SCORE missionaries David and
not know much English.”
Marianella Bueno.
Middle hitter Tori
The team visited two villages frequented
Thompson ’16 said she
by the Buenos. “We played mud soccer with
was nervous about sharing
the children and encouraged the families
her testimony. “Everything
living in the villages,” said Assistant Coach
that we did and said
Torey DeLozier. “The second village showed
represented God,” she said.
us many of their cultural traditions. Before
“We were able to share our
leaving the villages, one of our girls shared
testimonies after we played
her testimony.”
and bonded with the other
The Yellow Jackets played five matches
teams through a translator
against three different teams. “After each
and email. That was a
match, we shared our testimonies with
blessing for me because
the players and talked to them more
Yellow Jacket volleyballers (L-R) Rachel Krikke ‘17, Hannah Wagner ‘15, and Abby
I did not think it was
personally,” DeLozier said. “We exchanged
Shelton ‘17 made new friends on the Panama trip.
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Yellow Jackets Baseball Team Buzz Their Locks for Cancer Research
now works with
baseball programs
across the country,
including the
Yellow Jackets.
The money
raised by the Yellow
Jackets will be split
equally between
the Vs. Cancer
Foundation and
Dayton Children’s
Hospital. “It’s hard
to imagine all the
kids and families
L-R: Yellow Jacket baseball players Julio Miranda ‘16, Dan Larkin ‘15, Stephen Cardwell ‘15, David
who f ight the
Lenhardt ‘15, and Zach Huskey ‘15 visit a young cancer patient at Dayton Children’s Hospital in
battle of childhood
Dayton, Ohio.
cancer every day,”
Coach Mike Manes
You might say the Cedarville University
said. “As coaches and players, we know we
baseball team had a close shave. But it
are blessed to have the health to be part of
wasn’t on the diamond.
college athletics. Making others aware by
The Yellow Jackets took a swing at
the team shaving our heads is a very small
pediatric cancer this fall. Cedarville barber
price. Just one smile from one kid makes it
Tony Pergram, the “Barber of the ’Ville,”
all worthwhile.”
donated his services to shear the Yellow
Outfielder Dan Larkin ’15 saw this as
Jackets’ locks during an afternoon practice
an opportunity to not only raise money,
session September 22. Players and coaches
set a goal of raising $5,000 in pledges in
support of the Vs. Cancer Foundation to
Cure Kids’ Cancer. They had brought in
$3,260 by press time. To contribute, visit
cedarville.edu/baseball-fundraiser.
Chase Jones, a former baseball player
at the University of North Carolina (UNC)
and cancer survivor, founded the Vs.
Cancer Foundation. “After being treated for
brain cancer while playing baseball at UNC
and watching my teammates rally around
me by shaving their heads, I saw what kind
of impact this made on me personally and
Cedarville barber Tony Pergram buzz cuts infielder Harrison
Martin ‘15.
on our team,” Jones said. The foundation

but also to share Christ with kids at the
hospital on September 30. “We wanted
to go beyond the act of giving by loving
these kids through action,” he said. “We
humbled ourselves and shaved our heads
as a team to show our support for them.
What better way to show these kids we care
than by loving them like Jesus and denying
ourselves before them and the Lord.”

Get a
$

20 REBATE
on your

Cedarville

License Plate!

Alumni, Back the Jackets! Purchase
Ohio specialty license plates with the
Cedarville University Yellow Jacket logo,
and we’ll send you a $20 rebate!

To receive your rebate, mail a printed copy of
your Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles receipt to:
Public Relations
251 N. Main St.
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In Closing

Boldness in Evangelism
by Paul Dixon

Boldness and evangelism go together.
So do love and evangelism, compassion
and evangelism, prayer and evangelism,
winsomeness and evangelism.
Years ago I taught a course on evangelism
at Cedarville College. As an itinerant
evangelist, I would return home from revival
meetings in churches and teach students this
important course. I thoroughly enjoyed the
time with those special young people.
Early in the class I would take a survey
related to one question: “Why does the average
Christian not share his or her relationship with
Christ with others?” The answer I received the
most was “fear.” We are afraid someone will
ask us a question we cannot answer. We fear
what people might think of us. We fear that
such a personal question might put a strain
on an important relationship.
Ultimately, we fear failure. What if we
don’t get it right? What if we let God down?
Even as a seasoned ministry veteran of
more than 50 years, I share these fears. I’m
guessing you do as well. For many people, this
fear is related to our inner “wiring” and the
personality God has instilled within us. Some
people are naturally outgoing and find oneon-one witnessing easier — never easy — but
easier. Or, some people might be so shy and
timid that they struggle with any in-depth
conversation.
Boldness can help us overcome fear. Yet, as
the New Testament writers teach us, boldness
is never brashness, but rather confidence and
courage. Charles Haddon Spurgeon helps us
with this balance when he says there must be
in our hearts a great deal of tenderness; I like a
man to have a divine amount of holy boldness
but not impudent.
Boldness or confidence begins with an
understanding of who God is and a reliance

on Him. The writer of Proverbs counsels, “The
fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in
the Lord is safe” (Prov. 29:25). We sow, others
may water, but He provides the increase (1
Cor. 3:7). God does it! This great truth takes
the pressure off of us. Someone once said, “Do
not count the sheaves you have harvested but
the seeds you have sown.”
This reliance on God underscores the
importance of our boldness in prayer as we
share in this marvelous effort. Jesus instructed
His disciples in Mark 9:29 that the power of
Satan can only be overcome by prayer. We
can’t do it. He can and will. On our own we
are inept, incapable, and insufficient. Yet, I
stand amazed that He has chosen to use us as
His instruments in any manner in this grand
endeavor. It is His Word — His Gospel — that
His Spirit uses. Our confidence rests not in
our abilities or our personality or our grasp
of any evangelistic method.
Boldness enables us to overcome our
fears as we understand we are the conduits
of the glorious message of the Gospel. He has
equipped us — wired us to be who we are —
and He wants to use us in His very own special
way. He will bring both strangers and friends
across our paths where we can be a part of His
plans — not ours — His! For ultimately, our
boldness rests fully in His faithfulness.
Paul Dixon ser ves as
Chancellor of Cedarville
University, after having
served as President from
1978 until 2003. He
earned his M.Div. from
Temple Baptist Theological
Seminary and his Ed.D. from the University
of Cincinnati.

Cedarville Magazine
251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314
1-888-CEDARVILLE | magazine@cedarville.edu
cedarville.edu/magazine
30 | Cedarville Magazine

2014

ANNUAL
REPORT
JULY 1, 2013 – JUNE 30, 2014

A CELEBRATION OF OUR CEDARVILLE FAMILY
In the past fiscal year, Cedarville’s extended family of
alumni, parents, faculty, staff, and ministry partners
gave $5,697,654!
Thank you to all who have invested in this ministry for
the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ.
Consortia Churches
$141,526 $132,848
Foundations
$523,413

Alumni
$723,631

Who Gave
in
2013–14?

Parents, Faculty,
Staff, and Friends
$3,239,329

Corporations
$936,817
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/cedarvillealumni
/cvillealumni

ALUMNI

cedarville.edu/alumni
Every university asks its alumni for gifts to help keep costs down
for students, and Cedarville is no different. But, for our alumni,
it’s not just about making college affordable. It’s about passing
along the experiences that made a difference in their lives at a
formative age. If we received a quality education, if we made
lifelong friends, and if we grew in our relationship with God at
Cedarville ... why wouldn’t we want to give back? Thank you for
your part in the celebration.

BY THE NUMBERS
ALUMNI EVENTS
 958 people attended 34 events.
 29 Alumni Chapters across the country.

HOMECOMING 2013
 1,188 attended, including children.
 534 families attended.
 47% of families traveled from outside of Ohio.
 31% of attendees were young alumni (2004–2013).

ALUMNI GIVING BY GRAD DECADE
1940s
1950s

2

2.4%
30

1960s
291

1980s

442
455

2000s

472

2010–13

195

2014
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195

1970s
1990s

10.1%		
23.7%
13.9%
13.5%
9.7%
7.6%
8.5%
171

28.4%

5/15 DAY OF GIVING
Cedarville was given a huge challenge: If we as a University could raise
$51,500 in a single day — May 15, a generous donor would give an
additional $25,000 for scholarships.
To accomplish this challenge, Cedarville held its first 24-hour
social media giving challenge. Faculty, staff, alumni, and
current students took to Facebook, Twitter, email, and
the phone to ask family and friends to participate. By
the end of the day, the goal for the giving amount,
and our goal of 515 alumni donors, was blown out of the water!
Our alumni and friends stepped up in a big way: Nearly 700 donors
participated, raising a total of $128,376.03! Of the 700 who gave, 72
percent were alumni. Thank you for making this a huge success for
Cedarville University and for being an encouragement to the entire campus.

TOTAL DONORS (700)

376
196
128

85.7

Friends

Alumni

Recent
Grads

(2004–2014)

As the months and years passed after graduation, it
took being back on campus recently to remind me what
a treasure Cedarville is to me. I was thrilled to be at a
place financially where I could be a part of the 5/15
challenge to help bless this institution that had become a
precious home to me.
Tisha (Tapp) Smith ’01
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FACULTY/STAFF
Organizations across the country joined in the national
#GivingTuesday day of giving, and Cedarville was no
exception. Faculty and staff members were challenged
to raise our overall percentage of giving to more than 60
percent. Our faculty and staff far surpassed this goal!
Due to this generosity, two students received $2,500
unexpected scholarships. Our President, Thomas White,
was able to call these two students during Christmas break
and surprise them with the good news.
Thank you to the faculty and staff who provide meals for
students, have mentoring relationships with our students,
and who sacrifice financially so that students can complete
their education at Cedarville. They are on the front lines
to our students, and their financial gifts send a powerful
message to the students that we believe in them and we
believe in what Cedarville can accomplish when we come
together.

BY THE NUMBERS
 79% of faculty and staff gave in 2013–14 — almost
double from last fiscal year!
 More than $318,000 was given in 2013–14 by faculty
and staff members.

CEDARVILLE SOCIETY
cedarville.edu/cedarvillesociety

We are thankful for this faithful group who stands alongside
Cedarville as we proclaim the Gospel for the Word of God
and the Testimony of Jesus Christ.
Employees (6%)
Friends (15%)

230
Cedarville
Society
Members

Alumni (56%)

Parents (23%)

Loyal. Faithful. Consistent. These are some of our favorite
words to describe our Cedarville Society members. What
once started as the President’s Associates, the Cedarville
Society is our longest-standing, most faithful group of
donors to the Cedarville Fund. Because of this group
of faithful donors, Cedarville is able to count on annual
financial support of close to $250,000 each year. They
have grasped the vision for Cedarville University and have
supported our vision through prayer and financial support.

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
2011–12

2012–13

2013–14

My Cedarville story would not exist
without the overflowing love of Cedarville’s
scholarship donors and their beautiful
desire to enable students to pursue
their calling.
Rebecca Adams ’17
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WILLIAM GIBSON
SOCIETY
cedarville.edu/gibson

William Gibson Society members have elevated Cedarville to family status by
including us in their estate plans. We could not be more grateful for their commitment
to preserve Cedarville’s heritage and ensure its future for generations to come.
These special alumni, parents, staff, faculty, and trustees make long-term
investments to provide for student scholarships and academic programs.

BY THE NUMBERS
 William Gibson Society members gave $246,221.
 New members committed $1,099,500.
Employees (7%)
Friends (18%)

330
William Gibson
Society
Members

Parents (49%)

Alumni (26%)

NAMED SCHOLARSHIP DONORS
At Cedarville University, we appreciate our named scholarship donors! They have
provided tremendously for so many of our students, all while honoring family
members or friends who had a significant influence in their lives.
Without support from churches, individuals, and families through named donorfunded scholarships, many Cedarville students and their families would have to
confront significant financial pressures. Students often testify how the awarding
of a donor-funded scholarship has served as a reminder of God’s provision while
they pursue their passion.

IN MEMORIAL:
It is with gratitude that we
remember individuals from
the William Gibson Society
who passed away this year.
We express our sincerest
condolences to their family
members.
 Richard D. Anderson
 Eugene Apple
 M. Carol Armstrong
 Yvonne Bauman
 Martha A. Benham ’41
 Edward J. Cragoe, Jr.
 Martha E. Cultice ’50
 Roger A. Curtis ’72
 Nathan S. Elder
 Walter F. Garland ’54
 Rachel Grapentine
 Clarence E. Gray ’37
 John H. Harshbarger
 James C. Hartman ’52
 Gary L. Johnson ’66
 Kenneth E. Judy ’51
 Dale E. Miller
 Shirley K. Schneider
 Mildred J. Thorsen

BY THE NUMBERS
 15 new named scholarships established.
 More than 525 named scholarships presented.
 More than $925,000 in named scholarships awarded.

Cedarville Magazine | 35

Look for other exciting ways to be involved
at cedarville.edu/advancement.

$5 million

SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING
EXPANSION CAMPAIGN
cedarville.edu/expansion

Our science and engineering programs consistently produce graduates who
pursue career excellence with a Gospel purpose. To continue our leadingedge tradition, Cedarville embarked on a $5 million campaign for expanded
classroom space, updated lab facilities, and state-of-the-art technology.
$2.87 million

As of October 31, 2014, we
have raised $2.87 million in
gifts and pledges toward the
$5 million goal.

The new Gross
Anatomy Lab was
part of phase one of
the Science and Engineering
Expansion Campaign.

Thank you for partnering with us to offer God-honoring instruction for future
scientists and engineers.

When you are a part of a team accomplishing
a common mission you believe in, you go all in.
This involves time, energy, and money. Giving is a
statement that you’re all in with the mission
of the University.
Jon Wood
Vice President for Student Life and
Christian Ministries

PLAN A VISIT TO

CEDARVILLE
THIS SPRING!
Bring your family for
a campus visit or plan a
trip with students from your
school or church! We’ll take care
of the details and plan an exciting
day of activities. You can relax, connect,
and enjoy experiencing all that God is doing
at Cedarville University.

cedarville.edu/visit

